HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LARGO
Rev. D. Lindsay Frame; Pastor
Foster H. Diehl; Music Director
December 25, 2011		10:00 A.M.
At the sound of the chimes, we ask that you
refrain from talking in preparation for worship.
CHIMES
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CELEBRATIONS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
	Minister:	We worship today with a joy that fills our heart.
	People:	The good news is that Christ is born.
	Minister:	We worship today with a longing that fills our lives.
	People:	The good news is that Christ is born.
	Minister:	We worship today with a hope that heightens our expectations.
	People:	The good news is that Christ is born.
	Minister:	We worship today with a love that trancends all time.
	People:	The good news is that Christ is born.
*HYMN OF PRAISE	Hymn No. 163
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Holy God, whose word fashioned creation, whose Word entered manger and history.  We confess we allow our ears to be filled with the words that idle or seduce, words that hold no spirit and life for us or others.  So diverted, we fail to attend to your salvific word spoken in Jesus, the word of 



love and hope, power and peace.  Though you patiently but persistenltly
speak your word into our self-focused lives, sometimes gently as soft spring breeze, sometimes loudly as roaring storm.  We often choose to ignore, resist, or reject the grace offered to us and others in Christ.  Draw us again from the darkness of our sin into your light, from words that do no good to Word that brings good to all creation.	Amen
*DECLARATION OF PARDON 
	Minister:	God’s compassion is sufficient for all our needs.
				In the name of Christ, we are forgiven.
	People:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed		                     Page 12
*GLORIA PATRI	Hymn No. 546
RESPONSIVE READING – Selection 34 (Psalm 148)	Page 505
ANTHEM
CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER AND PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
CHORAL RESPONSE
THE OFFERTORY
Receiving of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Interlude
*Doxology 		Hymn No. 544
*Prayer of Dedication
SCRIPTURE READING		(Revised Standard Version)
New Testament Reading:  Luke 2:1-20
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled.2This was the first enrollment, when Quirin'i-us was governor of Syria.3And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city.4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,5to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.6And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.7And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.8And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.10And the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people;11for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!"15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us."16And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.17And when they saw it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child;18and all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.19But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart.20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
[image: ]HYMN OF PREPARATION		Hymn No. 171
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
SERMON		Rev. Lindsay Frame
“Christmas Misunderstood!”
HYMN OF DEDICATION	 	 Hymn No. 158
“Angles We Have Heard on High”
*BENEDICTION AND PARTING HYMN
		                           May the grace of Christ, our Savior,
		                           And the love of God, our Father,
		                           And the fellowship of the Spirit be with us,
		                           Forever, and ever, forevermore.  Amen
POSTLUDE		
*All who are able please stand.
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IN JOYFUL RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE,
WE SEEK TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN A TRADITIONAL WAY, PROMOTE CHRISTIAN GROWTH, AND PROVIDE SERVICE,
THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
CALENDAR
Sunday, December 25	Christmas Day
		10:00 A.M.	Worship Service
Monday, December 26	Office Closed
Tuesday, December 27	Office Closed
Wednesday, December 28
		 6 - 9 P.M.	St Andrew Pipes and Drums of Tampa Bay
Sunday, January 1	1st Sunday after Christmas
		10:00 A.M.	Worship Service 
FROM THE OFFICE
Office will be closed Monday, December 26th and Tuesday, December 27th and Monday, January 2nd for the holidays.
COMING EVENTS
Bible Study – Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m.
Choir Rehearsals - Sunday, 9:15 A.M.  New choir members are always welcome and needed.  See Foster Diehl (organist) to join!
Bible Study – Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. – No Class until January 3 when we will begin studying James.  Please join us.
Easy Yoga for Arthritis – classes will resume Thursday, January 5th at 9:30 in fellowship hall.  Please bring a mat, a belt or long scarf and water to drink.  You could even bring a friend!  
St. Andrews Pipes and Drums Band – Wednesdays, 6-9 P.M. are practicing in our facility.  You are welcome to stop by and listen or take lessons.
Highland Book Review Club – will meet on Friday, January 27th - (time change) 11:00 A.M. in the library.  We will review “Heaven is for Real” by Tedd Burpa.  Please plan on joining our group if you love to read.  We have a great time! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome all who are visiting with us this morning.  We trust you will find the service meaningful and our fellowship warm.  Please sign our Ritual of Friendship booklet, including your local address and phone number.  Join us for fellowship immediately following our worship service.
Fellowship Hour - Coffee, punch and cookies will be served in Fellowship Hall following the service.  Volunteer who host our Fellowship Hour, should be at 9:15 a.m. for setup.  Members of Highland please feel free to bring home made baked goods for this fellowship.

R.C.S. – Donation box is at the east entrance.  You may bring food in any Sunday.
	Thanks for your effort in helping the RCS and other families this year.
The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread - On the tables in each entrance.
Daily Bread is Free.  The Upper Room is $1.00 per copy.
[image: j0382580]
Flag Flying on the Flagpole – was flown over the U.S. Capitol on Feb. 29, 1996.  Previous flags flown were in memory of Marshall Huheey, George H. Helmes and James P. Matthews.

Volunteers needed:  If you would be willing to be a greeter, usher, or host the Fellowship Hour on a Sunday morning, please put your name on the appropriate sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Our Members and Friends in Rehabilitation Centers and Nursing Homes
Mrs. Betty Blythe, 3710 S.E. Jennings Rd., #306E, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
Mrs. Bette Erickson, Palm Garden of Pinellas, Rm 113, 200 16th Ave S.E., Largo, FL 33771
Mr. Claude Ayers, 11955 119th Street N, Largo, FL  33778
Mr. Bob Terwilliger, Tierra Pines Center, Room 220-B, 7380 Ulmerton Rd, Largo, FL 33771
Mrs. Evelyn Colbert, Sabal Palms Hlth Cntr, Rm 815P, 499 Alt Keen Rd, Largo, FL 33771
Prayer Requests – Call Office, 584-1191
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