SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                               8-28-11
                                                  ‘STICK-TO-ITIVENESS’

                                                                                                                      Romans 12:11.

My friends, here is an interesting question. 
Well at least I think it is of interest! Does our faith shine as brightly today as it once did?

Do we have that kind of spiritual life that has staying power? 
Is it constantly deepening in devotion; always growing in love; ever better in behavior; openly continuing in zeal and overflowing with strength?

Well this is exactly the kind of faith which Paul speaks of in the portion of his letter to the Romans that we read a few minutes ago.

The 12th chapter of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome begins with a call to practical surrender, personal transformation, and service in the will of God (v1, 2).

It then goes on to discuss counsel on the right relations with God, others and oneself (v3-10); and culminates in a call to continuity in the quality of personal spiritual life.
Verse 11 says: ‘Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the spirit, serve the Lord.’

And, I believe that in these imperatives we can see some clear aids for spiritual continuity.

Firstly, let’s look at our outward activity. The need for a disciplined life.

Paul knew how easy it could be to withdraw from active spiritual service, to stop being busy for the Lord, to allow our zeal to flag and the spiritual barometer to fall. So he gives this warning against carelessness and sloth.

You know, it has become quite obvious to me and I really believe it, most people suffer from the desire to avoid hard work when possible.

This desire has become so strong that we are even able to rationalize our action or more to the point our non-action.

‘I’ve done my share, its time for the younger ones to take their turn of carrying the burden of the church and being the leaders.’
‘Most of my get-up-and-go has gotten up and gone, it is time for me to be a spectator rather than a participant!

‘I’ve done it for years, I believe I need and deserve a rest!’

We’ve all heard them all, I’ve even used some of them myself, and obviously Paul has heard them also coming from the members in the Roman church. And in response to what he has been told he tells the members, ‘Never flag in zeal!’
He tells them this because to do so is to court danger, to sit back invites disaster.

The Christian who steps down and by choice refuses to be busy for the Lord, who turns away from a disciplined life of spiritual action, opens a clear path for the forces of evil to attack.
Our reading from the OT this morning is the beginning of the story of David’s fall from grace. It begins the story of how David’s fascination with Bathsheba led him to commit murder and adultery. In the verse that we read this morning it says there:
‘In the spring of the year, the time when Kings go forth to battle, David sent Joab, and, and his servants with him, and all Israel and they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah.’
David was the King, but he stayed at home in the time when Kings go forth to battle. Instead, he stayed home and sent a substitute to do the service that was his responsibility. And then he fell into temptation and sin. None of this would have happened if he had been where he was supposed to have been.
You know, evil is a specialist in strategy.

It knows exactly how to work out the situations and circumstances of our lives to enable it to get its hands on us, and that is exactly what it did with David.
The safest place for the king to be was in the front line of battle, serving God as he was supposed to, with unflagging zeal.

Instead he fell into a wrong experience because he slacked off in that discipline that would have kept him active in the right place and in the right way.

My friends, the zealous approach to Christian service is a primary aid to safety, success and satisfaction.

‘Beware of the natural human desire just to hang there limp and lifeless,

to allow your zeal to flag,’ cried the apostle.

We must adopt drive, method, application, system and commitment as essentials in our outward activities for God, or else we shall fail to keep on keeping on.

My friends that is the way in which God himself works. Several times the Bible mentions a seemingly impossible objective and then adds, ‘The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.’ God does not abandon his projects and his programs because they are tough. He even sent his only son as a final word to reach us, despite the cost. His purposeful disciplined activity for us can be seen clearly in Jesus’ words.

God’s zeal would not allow him to give up his purpose to redeem, and as Paul also said:

‘I am confident of this, the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion (Phil.1:6).

My friends Jesus worked a full three years with Peter and saw little change, but still sought him out after the resurrection, in order that he could forgive him and restore him. And in the days and years that followed we find that same apostle actually becoming the rock-man that Jesus knew he had the potential to become. God helped him grow like that because he refused to give up on him. Our outward activity is so very important.
Secondly, we need to look at our inward motivation. Or put another way:

The need for a burning heart.
The King James Version reads, ‘fervent in spirit.’

The RSV, ‘Aglow with the spirit.’

Moffat’s translation says: ‘maintain a spiritual glow.’

All these translations speak of the inner life of spiritual power, enthusiasm, love and devotion that fans the flame of the Holy Spirits guidance within, which in turn affects our outward behavior.

The writer to Ecclesiastes advises us (Eccl. 9:10):

‘Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might.’

Paul himself knew the power of commitment needed in order to achieve. He told the Philippians, (Phil.3:13-14),
‘This one thing I do, I press forward toward the mark.’

Paul’s call here is to turn away from half-hearted commitment, to feed the inner glow of the spirit, to stoke up the fire within, and then inner zeal will not flag.

And finally there is:

The upward vision of an eternal perspective.

‘Don’t be limited by the immediately visible results,’ said Paul.

‘If you want to keep on keeping on we need to look at the future, not the present. We are not serving the current situation. We do not look only for the immediate results. Look upon what we are doing in the light of eternity, and serve the Lord.’

My friends how often do we grow cold or indifferent because we get so tangled up with the present.

We consider present results.

We respond to present pressures.

Others misunderstand, abuse and misjudge us, and we stop too long to consider how things are right now.

We need to remember that the Spiritual life has its anchor in eternity and can never be fully evaluated until we finally view it from that perspective. It is only those whose eyes are fixed on the eternal dimensions of service to the Lord who can continue.
Too many people are eliminated from fulfilling their spiritual best in the pre-race heats. Too many never last the distance but drop out before the finish.

To keep on keeping on takes stick-to-itiveness.

As Paul told the believers in Galatia:

‘Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.’ (Gal.6:9).

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                          AMEN.
