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SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                             2-12-12.

                                          ‘NO SOONER SAID THAN DONE.’

                                                                                                                          Isa.55:10-11.

Words, words, words! Today we are bombarded on every side and saturated throughout with Words, coming constantly to us through press radio and television. There are about 500,000 words in the English language, and that number grows at approximate 450 new words every year. 
More and more words and less and less respect for words. And yet even with this preponderance of words many many people don’t seem to have enough and so they resort to the use of profanity, which I have always believed, shows a lack of vocabulary.

Moreover we are getting tired of words upon words that are rhetoric and nothing else. Good words don’t last unless they amount to something. 
We are tired of all this talk that does not amount to a hill of beans; it can make us sick to remember all the good words and broken promises.

My friends do we feel the same way about the Bible, with its 810,697 words written by approximately 100 different writers over a period of 1500 years?
The words are reduced to the Word, for the Bible is considered by Christians as the word of God. In John’s gospel Christ is identified as the word.
Is it a book only of words, words, words?

Is there a reality in these words, or are they vain and empty of meaning?

In contrast to the world’s words, God’s words, according to our text are fruitful.
‘For as the rain and the snow come down from the heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be…’
As the rain and snow refresh the earth and cause nature to green with life, the word of God unfailingly produces results with words of life and power. With God’s word, word and deed are one. No sooner is the word said than it is done!
Firstly, God’s word is a personal word; it comes directly from the mouth of God.
Isaiah says: ‘So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth.’ 
When it comes directly out of one’s mouth, it is pretty hard to get more personal!
Jesus said that out of the heart the mouth speaks. God’s word comes out of the heart, his very being, from inside, from a heart of love. Moreover the mouth cannot speak a word unless there is breath that flows through the voice box. Ever try to speak while holding your breath?

In the Bible, breath and spirit are one; they even come from the same Hebrew word (ruach).

The breath of God is the spirit of God which gives life, just as God breathed life into Adam and he became a living soul. Therefore the word of God is a living word because God’s Spirit produces it and lives in it. The Word is personal, as personal as it can be, because the very life of God is in it making it a living word, and because the word is personal, the word is as good as God. Because God is truth his word is truth and can be trusted.
My friends it simply just is not that way with so many today.
 We speak words of promise, and when it suits us, we break our promises.
 This could never be true with God’s word of promise.
It is estimated that the Bible contains about 30,000 promises. Regardless of when the promises are made, or to whom they were made, or how things have changed since they were made, God’s promises can be trusted and are fulfilled!

God is as good as his word, and he always keeps his word.
To be true to God, we too, must keep our promises our vows and always be as good as our word. Remember it cost God his son’s life to keep his promise of salvation to us.

Yes, God’s word is a personal word.

Secondly, God’s word is purposeful. Isaiah says: ‘It shall accomplish that which I purpose.’

Have we ever asked ‘Why did God give us his word?’

Surely he had a reason and it must have been related to us so what purpose did it serve?

Well one purpose would be for us to get to know him, he reveals himself to us.

Another purpose could be that he wants to let us know what he expects of us.

An even greater purpose of the word is redemption.

John explains: ‘These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, you may have life in his name.’

In other word, by grace we are saved through faith.

Yes, God reveals his purpose of redemption, over and over again in his word.

And lastly, God’s word is a prosperous word.
It is not an idle or dead word. It has life and power as Isaiah declares ‘and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.’

The word has the very power of God in it to do what it says, and that power is the power of the Holy Spirit.

Luther understood the power of God’s word, for in his famous hymn ‘A Mighty Fortress’ he says, ‘One little word shall fell him.’ None other that the power of the mighty Satan will fall before even, the small word of God.
The word is the agent of God’s power. It is not a power to destroy but rather one to build and bless.

What then is this power?

What can the word do for and in us?

It has the power to bring us to faith in Christ as our Savior, and over the centuries countless people have been brought to faith by reading or hearing God’s word.

My friends, if we want to have faith or to increase our faith, read God’s word!
The word also has the power to change a person’s life, it can transform us. It can make us new people, the kind of people God wants us to be.

What about society?

Do we believe that the word has the power to change the structures of society so that justice would prevail?

Even here the word has the power to bring about change. 

Sadly, today many people today don’t seem to agree with this concept, they think that it is way too simplistic an answer for the woes that surround us. They contend that it is only through law or regulation can we bring about a just society.

And yet, the truth is that the word of truth, love and justice can change society by changing the hearts of people.

My friends our task is to faithfully and boldly proclaim the word as the farmer sows the seed, and then God in due time will produce a harvest of righteousness.

The Church today has the Word that can reform the world.
And God calls upon us to be the ones to proclaim it as fearlessly as we possibly can.

It is not the task of the Church to attempt to change the world and our society by any of the worlds chosen ways.
It is the God given task of the Church to bring about change by boldly proclaiming God’s word and God through his word will bring about his desired change.

If we allow the Word to possess our hearts, God will most certainly produce the harvest of godliness.

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                          AMEN.
