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SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                              2-5-12.
        ‘CHRIST DISCLOSED THROUGH THE CRACKS IN OUR CHARACTER’

                                                                                                                      1 Cor.1: 18-31.

My friends one of the traits of those who are our heroes is that they tend to be people who have survived life’s hard knocks. People who when faced with incredible difficulty have the strength to get through whatever confronts them. I’ve often wondered why this is so, why do we admire such strength?
Well I have come to the conclusion that we admire it because we are afraid of weakness. It is as though we have come to equate strength and true courage with the stubborn resolve that is needed to overcome the obstacles that confront us in the living of these days. Those who grit their teeth and bite the bullet are admired, and I think that they are held in such high esteem in our culture because they are examples of that ‘pioneer spirit,’ that rugged individualism that is so much a part of American folklore.
Much of the time most of us look to protect ourselves from feeling pain, be it emotional or physical.

All too often we send up smoke screens calling it strength, in the effort to prevent others from seeing our weaknesses. After all we would not want others peering into the cracks in our character, now, would we?

We begin almost from birth, to fabricate a personal fortress that we hope will convince others that our character is strong, and it soon becomes very evident in so many aspects of our lives. Look at the many systems of protection we have erected:

A massive build-up of military hardware.

A burglar proof alarm system in our homes, with a fail-safe back-up.

A handgun hidden someplace in our home or stuffed away in the glove compartment of the family car.

An insurance policy to cover every possible calamity that life might present us with.
Sometimes we conceal our weakness behind the mask of personal power and the silly claim that we have managed to master our own misfortunes.

And then there is our tendency to take advantage of the weakness of another.

It all adds up to pretty much the same thing.

My friends we often attempt to masquerade our deepest insecurities behind the caricature of courage or the paper thin shield of a false sense of strength.

Political posturing; the fascination with financial success; the constant abuse of personal power. In the end they all fail as a feeble attempt to cover up our lack of genuine courage.

We all know that fears, anxieties and apprehensions stalk us and continually set us in chains and we also know how often we attempt to shield ourselves behind some pretty flimsy walls that we have constructed. But there are alternatives! We need not rely on the old tactics of the stiff upper lip or the pretense to power.

Christ makes possible a different kind of strength and courage. 
A courage that won’t conceal the wounds and weakness of human existence; courage willing to take up the chaos and the confusion of all of this life’s crisis. 

This is the courage that I have witnessed in a woman battling cancer, the same courage that I have been fortunate to see in so many others as well.

It is the courage that I have seen in Alcoholics and Drug Addicts who have trusted God and found recovery.

The courage that only Jesus can make possible in his people.
And I remain convinced standing here today that this kind of courage is contagious.

Someone once said: ‘Keep your fears to yourself, but share your courage with others.’

That may well be a wee bit of an overstatement. But I have little doubt that the courage of Christ in one life can beget a similar courage in the life of another.

And yet such Christian courage is not to be measured simply by what we do but also by where and when we do it. So if we should attempt to cover up our losses, to avoid disclosing our brokenness, or to hide our heartaches, we merely belie the fact that we haven’t submitted to the strength of our Savior, because human weakness is the very soil in which our Savior plants his seeds of strength and courage.

Maybe that is because it is the weak and wounded heart that is able to surrender all claims to self-sufficiency. When we are at our wits end, when our backs are up against some wall, then all of those defenses we’ve fashioned for ourselves begin to look pretty flimsy and insufficient, don’t they?

But this is the beauty of it all.

We no longer need to fashion fortresses to guard us from failure, or faults, or feeble faith.

And there is no need to pretend that we can overcome our own personal pain all by ourselves relying solely on our inner resources.

We needn’t bite the bullet, fight back our fears, or make light of our troubles.

There is real freedom in submitting to a Savior who already knows just how desperately we need his strength.

You see the courage of Christ is the mortar in the cracks of our character!

His power prevails through our weakness.

In his first letter to the struggling Christians in Corinth the apostle Paul wrote:

 ‘We preach Christ crucified…the power of God… for God’s weakness is stronger than human strength!’ 

And even though I am not exactly certain of what he meant when he spoke of, ‘God’s weakness,’ I do have some idea.

Perhaps Paul was referring to God’s long love affair with humanity. It seems that this is one way for us to understand, ‘God’s weakness.’ He loves us enough to walk smack-dab into the heart of our hatred, our faithless ways, our bigotry, and our darkest fears. In fact God loves us so much that he laid his life on the line for our salvation.

The Emperor Napoleon once remarked that: ‘the empires of Alexander and Charlemagne and myself have failed and myself have failed because they were founded by force, but the kingdom of Jesus Christ abides because it was founded upon faith and love.’
 Which is exactly what Paul was encouraging his brothers and sisters in the church in Corinth to see.

They had made a mess of their communion in Christ, and they had become divided over issues that did not really matter. They had become puffed up with pride in their own individual convictions. Thinking themselves strong, they were actually quite weak.

And we run the risk of doing the same today.

There are certainly measures of courage and strength that run counter to those made clear in Christ, and yet even after 2000 years of history, only the courage of Christ remains the most constant source of comfort and abiding strength to stretched and weary souls.
‘For God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.’

And God’s weakness said Paul is revealed in the cross of the Galilean carpenter.

That cross and only that cross, holds the power to prevail over everything that life can throw in our way.
Because that cross carries the savior whose strength will sustain us.

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY                                                      AMEN.
