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SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                                1-1-12.

                                          ‘THE SERVANT’S GREAT WORK’

                                                                                                                         Matt. 2:1-12.

We read this morning of the Wise Men coming to find the Christ Child. In the history of the Christian Church, this story is not emphasized as part of the Christmas story. It stands alone and comes after the celebration of Christmas. In history, we have remembered the coming of the Wise Men with a unique celebration called the Feast of the Three Kings, or Epiphany. Its date each year is January 6th. It’s an important date for us, but one we all too often pass over.

The Wise Men represent that noble spirit of curiosity that searches for truth and goes the distance to find it, and having found it, recognizes its deity and bows before it in worship and praise. The Wise Men could have been satisfied with research and speculation on the nature of the stars, but they were not. Their search led them to the fulfillment of life and there are two things this morning that I want to say about the Wise Men and what they mean to us. 

Firstly, the presence of the Wise Men proclaims God’s salvation to all people.
These men were outsiders. They did not belong at the manger. They came from a foreign place and returned to a foreign place. They were Gentiles, not Jews, and thus were outside the ancient covenants between Abraham’s people and God. What they knew about God may have been very little. Yet there they were, standing with the Christ child, bowing before him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. With their worship ended, they returned to the place of their origin, taking with them the message: God’s unique Son, hidden, secret, and obscure, was hidden, secret and obscure no longer. In a way greater than the angels, the shepherds, or even Mary and Joseph, the Wise Men tell us what the coming of Jesus was about. It was about God’s all-inclusive love.
In fact those Wise Men are our representatives. Why? Because, like most people in the Christian Church they were Gentiles, not Jews. Except for the mercy of God, they would have no place there. The idea of a Messiah coming as fulfillment of prophecy was pretty much of Jewish origin. Except for God’s mercy, there would be no room in Bethlehem for us either. This Feast of the Three Kings, or Epiphany, God’s revealing of himself to the entire world, is about us. It is our feast. Without it, we are on the outside looking in, with it; we are starring players in the greatest story ever told.
 It is indeed ‘good news of great joy to all people.’
At the heart of the book of Ephesians and at times in the strongest terms possible is the unity of all persons under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The secret, or ‘mystery’ as he called it, is no longer a secret. 
It has been hidden until the time of Christ, but his Incarnation, Crucifixion, and glorious Resurrection opened up the mystery to all. Every person, Jew, Gentile, bond or free, male or female, black or white, rich or poor, American or foreigner, is to share in God’s eternal peace, love and power.
How easily we forget that Jesus died for all, that our Lord tore down the walls of separation and bitterness, that there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father over all. 

We know that. The Wise Men told us so.

Secondly, the Wise Men challenge us to share that good word with others.

Here is where the story of the Epiphany comes closest to us. It is one thing to acknowledge the history behind Epiphany, to give thanks for the presence of the Wise Men at the side of the Christ child, and even to acknowledge the debt we owe Paul, whose preaching included those of us in the Gentile world. But what about our sharing with others the word of grace that has come to us? That is another thing a different and demanding thing.
In our age of tolerance and diversity, it seems almost rude to some folks to suggest that we have something that should be shared with others, not just because sharing it makes us feel good about ourselves but because the message we share is good.

Let’s think about how we became Christians.

More than likely we had the opportunity to not only see his star but to see him? 
Not one of us is a Christian because we simply chose to be; we responded to some influence, at God’s direction, that awakened faith within us.

Salvation is not about the power of the human will to decide its way. We are Christians because God worked through others to bring us to the point of grace. Either someone thought enough of us to show us the way, or else we saw in someone else something of great consequence that we wanted for ourselves and, by their example, were led to Christ.
Is it not so that most of us came to Christ, not so much through the rigors of some abstract truth or doctrine but through the power of a life in love with Christ?

Thirdly, our calling today is to express, in belief and in vital action, the overwhelming love of God for the entire world.

Numerous national opinion polls indicate that the Christian Church is losing influence in the lives of many people.

In the same polls, it is clear that the same people truly want a deepening spiritual life. But they are unconvinced that the institutional church can lead them to it. I wonder why.
Can it be that we are scratching where people don’t itch, answering questions people are not asking?

But we can take a clue from the Wise Men. 

There was something within them, an ache that had to be attended, an emptiness that had to be filled, a goal that had to be accomplished, that drove them on the two year search for the Christ child. 

That same drive belongs to each of us and to the entire world. They were not disappointed in the discovery of joy they found. Neither are we.

My friends, lets be an Epiphany, a manifestation of Christ to the world; may our lights so shine that the entire world may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.
AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                               AMEN.
