SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                              5-29-11.
                                                        “GOD’S CHOICE.”

                                                                                              1Sam.16:1-13; Mk. 10:23-31.

Samuel knows that the time of Saul’s leadership is over.

It probably troubled him a great deal that he was going to have to be the one to anoint a successor. It is never comfortable telling someone that they are going to be replaced, but as he always did Samuel listened to God’s speaking to him and followed God’s strange guidance in selecting a replacement for Saul.

Samuel also knew that Saul would never agree to give up his power. In fact, Saul could probably be counted on to throw one of his famous fits and fly into a murderous rage, so the anointing of the successor would have to be done in secret.

And so it was. Of course the symbolic act of anointing only marked out who the next King would be; he would not become king immediately.

From start to finish the one who would in due course replace Saul was God’s choice.
God chose to make the change.

God chose the tribe….Judah.

God chose the family…..Jesse.
And it was God who chose the individual.

Samuel was only following instructions.

In order to allay suspicion, Samuel took a heifer with him as he went to the house of Jesse, so that it would appear that he was going to Bethlehem for an ordinary sacrifice. Saul was not to know anything about this whole process, he was to be kept in the dark, and every precaution had to be taken to insure the secrecy of Samuel’s mission.
When Samuel arrived he was to invite Jesse and the family to the sacrifice, and Yahweh would show him what to do.

     “Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me him whom I name to you.” 1Sam.16:3.
And so Samuel follows the instructions. Jesse and his family accept the invitation to join Samuel and as Jesse’s sons are introduced and pass before Samuel each one in turn is rejected by the Lord. Although if it had been up to Samuel he would have been quite happy to have chosen any of the first seven that he saw.
They were probably all big, strong good looking young men. Samuel was impressed.

But God knew that his choice was not present.

“Are all your son’s here?” he asks.
Then comes the dramatic climax to this marvelous story. David is summoned from tending the sheep, and Samuel knows when he sees him that he is the one. 
     “And Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers, and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.” (1Sam.16:13).

A great reign of a great leader was born!
My friends, the way we choose people or things is different from the way in which God chooses.

In the political realm we have elections, which sadly seem to last forever! 

In the church we have search committees and nominating committees.

God chooses us for servant hood, not based on other people’s ideas, but rather based solely on his.

Can we still remember that barbaric practice of choosing teams as youngsters?

Being chosen first was always a boost for the ego, so they tell me!
Just being chosen felt good.

But our being chosen was always a chancy thing, unless we were a really good player.

I love the story about the wee boy who loved to play baseball. He came home from a game one day looking rather dejected.

“Why the sad face?” asked his father, “did you lose?”

“Nope it’s not that, Dad,” he explained, “I got to play on another team.”
“Were you traded?”

“No given!”
My friends this arbitrary system of small-fry baseball, this choosing who will play, must seem like a monster to children who are never chosen and merely left.
Thank God we are not chosen for the kingdom by others, but by God himself.

Because we are part of his family by his choice, we can find a measure of peace in our lives.

From the beginning David was God’s choice.
Secondly, this story shows us that inward qualities are more important than outward ones.
David’s eldest brother, Eliab, was obviously a very handsome fellow.

But that oh so beautiful verse 7 makes the telling point that inward qualities are more important than outward ones.
     “The Lord said to Samuel, ‘do not look upon his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord sees not as a man sees, man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’”    (1Sam.16:7).
There is an old saying: “you never get a second chance to make a first impression.”
That’s really too bad, because first impressions generally do not reveal inward qualities.

The anointing of David demonstrates to us that we need to look deeper into each other and not only see what is on the surface.

Some years ago a doctor was using a small medical light to examine the mouth of a patient. The bulb and battery became detached from the casing and slid gently and painlessly down her throat. In a very real sense that woman had all the makings of an “inner light.”
My friends, we may smile at that, but there truly is an inner light which distinguishes people who are rooted in love and truth. True inner power and light will not shine out easily, but can be observed by listening to our instincts about a person and remembering that, “we look upon the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”
Samuel was so in tune with God that he listened to his will in selecting David to be anointed as king. And arguably David was Israel’s greatest king. This could even be an Old Testament counterpart to the principal that Jesus expressed when he said,
               “Many that are first will be last, and the last first.” (Mk. 10:31).
And finally I believe that we can see in this story that the Spirit is for others.
     “And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David.”    (1Sam. 16:13).

In the Old Testament the function of the Spirit of God is to equip a person with the highest possible ability, whatever may be their task in life.

Here, at that moment David received this Spirit Gift and it was his to keep until he would need it, sometime in the future.

In the Old Testament the Spirit sets some people apart from others, in the New Testament the Holy Spirit is given to all Christians.

In both Testaments, however, the gift of the Spirit is not a possession to be hoarded to oneself with pride, but rather an enabling power for the benefit and service of others.
 The fact that David was already looking after sheep when Samuel found him was not only literal fact but also symbolically instructive.
I have always loved the story that came out of a major tragedy in Alaska some years ago. I think it is one of the best demonstrations of what happens when our gifts and possessions are shared with others.

There had been a terrible earthquake and the Governor’s wife said that in response she had received numerous letters and phone calls offering help. But among this wonderful mass of concern and compassion she said that she received one letter that she will never forget. It was from a ten year old boy who lived in Minnesota. Enclosed with a note there were two nickels. His note said that he hoped that his donation would help to lessen some of the suffering his Mom had told him the quake had caused. In a postscript to his note he had written these words,
   “P.S. If you need more, please let me know!”
My friends, there is sharing at its graceful best.
Whether our gift is a couple of nickels or the Holy Spirit, all that we do needs to be done with others in mind.

We tend to think that we are in charge of our lives and most of the time we act accordingly. But if the truth be known all that we do, if we listen to the Holy Spirit, is really done by God’s choice and with his permission.

As the writer of Proverbs says: 
    “A man’s mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.”(16:9).
That was true for Samuel and David, and it can also be true for us!

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                           AMEN.
