SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                             10-23-11
                                                     “MEANS AND ENDS.”

                                                                                                                      Matt.16:21-28.

My friends, as we examine our lives there are many factors that contribute to develop us into the people we are today. Two of these factors are, I believe, the means by which we live and the ends for which we live. I think that it would also be true to say that nothing enters much more deeply into determining the quality of a person or an age than the handling of those two factors.
Today, more than ever before we have a mastery over the scientific means of life.
One after another the forces of the universe have been harnessed for our service, until we possess, as no previous age possessed, the means of living.

But, when we turn our thoughts from the means by which we live to the ends for which we live, can we truly say with certainty that we are on a correspondingly higher level than those who came before us?

We can remember a tiny group of disciples gathered around a teacher in Galilee. The means by which they lived were crude indeed. A donkey or maybe a camel was probably the fastest means of transport they had ever used, if they had used anything at all other than walking. Their houses were no more than dust filled hovels, and they lived in poverty, eking out the meagerest of livings.

But, when we think of the ends for which they lived!

Until recently, when we compare ourselves with previous generations, with particular reference to our means for living, we are supreme, and we come out on top.

But, whenever we turn our attention to the ends for which we live, a different picture presents itself……….

            “Improved means to an unimproved end.”

Television, for example, is a wonderful invention, not only because it was invented by a Scot!
 On many an occasion, we have all been happy that we are blessed with some wonderful programming, in living color, in the midst of our homes. It is great when this medium is beautifully used. More often than not, however, television has become so commercialized, that this invention actually brings more trash into our homes than our trash bags can possibly hold. People have told me and I’ve experienced it as well, that you can have a hundred channels available and there is absolutely nothing worth watching.
            “Improved means to an unimproved end.”

In the campaign for disarmament we are often reminded how ancient warfare was crude 
and primitive.

The Charge of the Light Brigade involved only 600.

During the Civil War only one bullet in every 1000 hit the target.

Now, however, our scientific advances have placed weapons in the hands of military powers capable of destroying our world many times over. We can now target a bug thousands of miles away, I don’t know why we would want to, but we can!
              “Improved means to an unimproved end.”
My friends, ever since James Watt made his Steam Engine and the age of scientific inventiveness got under way, we have been absorbing ourselves in the creation, accumulation and multiplication of the means of living. So much so that we have for the most part, ignored the end for which we live, and we simply cannot keep this second matter in the background, for it is the crux of the situation that we find ourselves facing today.
For I believe that we must reestablish the spiritual ends of living or our civilization we self-destruct through the misuse of its own instruments.

And to think of spiritual ends is to think of Religion.

I think it is pretty obvious to most of us that the dominant interest of our time has been the provision of more and more means to live by, which is the realm of science.

It is not the function of science to provide the ends for which we live, that can only be done in the realm of religion.
Or, to put it another way,

“What is a generation profited if it gains the whole world of means by which to live and loses its soul….the spiritual ends for which to live?”

My friends, that is the voice of religion as it was the voice of Christ, and it is a question that we cannot dodge.

Everywhere we turn it faces us; every road we travel on it meets us.

“What is a person profited if he gains the whole world and loses his soul?”

Yes, it is a question that we cannot dodge and I have come to believe that before we are through answering it, we will have to have a revival of spiritual life. Now there is a word we do not often hear in the Presbyterian Church, revival! But make no mistake about it, it is coming. For as much as we are a people who are long on the means of living we are also a people who appear to be short on happiness.

We are really not terribly satisfied with our lot.
Oh we have our cars, our entertainment centers, our boats, our computers our appliances, 
but we have not been able to satisfy that which is within us that makes the very essence of our humanity, we need something to live for!
Someone once said that the deepest hell that we could ever fall into would be to have everything to live with and nothing to live for!
Recently I read an interesting article which observed that a century ago the average person had 72 wants, of which 16 were regarded as necessities.

Today the average person has nearly 500 wants and almost 100 of those are regarded as necessities.

A century ago 200 articles were urged on the average person through salesmanship.

Today nearly 40,000 are urged on us.

My friends, I am not belittling all of that, the means by which we live are the underpinning of existence, but they are not the secret of happiness!

I believe that happiness can only be found when we find something important to live for!
Have we found that something worth living for?

Some goodness to achieve. 

Some truth to discover.

 Some spiritual aim to give ourselves to?

If the answer is no then the odds are that we are not happy.

And not even the accumulation of all the means of life would make us happy.

What profit, even in happiness, if a person gain this whole modern world of means and lose their soul?

I believe that the discovery of that fact will lead to a revival of religion.

Secondly, I believe that there will be a revival because we live in an age of doubt.
People today doubt the church, they doubt the creeds, they doubt God, and they doubt eternal life.

It has become so bad today that people have even reached the point of doubting their doubts.
More and more people are asking, what does it all mean? What’s the purpose? Why? What profit?

My friends we simply cannot escape the question of our Lord.

We may make lots of money; we may multiply our means of pleasure, but what profit if we lose our soul?
Yes a revival of religion is coming and if a genuine revival of spiritual life should really come, what could we not do in this world of ours.

When I speak of a revival of religion I don’t mean emotionalism or creedism, the Elmer Gantry traveling tent show kind, God forbid.

I mean a revival of ethical Christianity that will lay its hand on these amazing modern means and dedicate them to human good.

There never was such a chance in history. Those who came before us were in comparison poverty stricken. They always lived under the fear of penury and famine. They may never have had available to them the means for carrying out their dreams, but we have!

Our hands are full of scientific means but do we see what we are doing with them.

We create bigger and better weapons systems. We ignore to a great extent the famine, poverty and underdevelopment which is so prevalent in much of the world today.

The trouble is not with our means, it is with our ends!

And there is no cure for that difficulty except the revival of genuine Christianity with effective intellect to make it work.

For this is, I believe is the conclusion of the matter.

Those who are saying that Jesus is done for, that he is going not coming, that he is a first –century Palestinian and has outgrown his usefulness, face the biggest surprise of their lives.

What has Jesus to do with an age of airplanes, computers, automation, and space travel?

What could he tell us in a nuclear age that he could not even dream of?

To them we could answer, insofar true! Jesus had no direct contribution to make to the means by which we live3.

But, my friends, we should be doing a great piece of business in the consciences of many if we could make them but listen to Jesus about the ends of life. For this is truly his realm!

My friends, what are we living for?

What profit if a person gain this whole modern world of means and lose their soul?

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                           AMEN. 
