SERMON                                            HIGHLAND                                                 9-4-11
                                ‘SOME PEOPLE ARE HARD TO CONVINCE.’

                                                                                                                      Luke 16:19-31.

My friends no doubt about it, some people are hard to convince.
In our gospel reading this morning the rich man was suffering torment in Hades.
He had 5 brothers as indifferent and insensitive as he had been.

‘Send Lazarus back to warn them,’ he pleads with father Abraham.

‘They have already been warned,’ Abraham replies, ‘They have Moses and the prophets.’

The rich man knew otherwise. He knew that his family religion was not a matter of great consequence, ‘No, father Abraham,’ he argues, ‘but if someone comes to him from the dead, they will repent.’
Abraham knew better.

‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,’ he replies, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead!’

Some people are awfully hard to convince!

Warning signs can be flashing in every direction, but they seem to be completely oblivious. I am constantly amazed at how people can watch the homes of their friends gradually deteriorate and fall apart, and then even watching this sadness, it fails to awaken in them a consciousness of the frailty of their own family situation.

What is there within us that so blinds to life’s warning signs?
What is there within us that causes us to close our minds and close our hearts?

My friends, it is now well over 200 years ago that Paul Revere sat on his horse in the darkness, on the outskirts of Boston and watched for a signal from the old North Tower. The signals were set:

One if by land, two if by sea,

And I on the opposite shore will be.

Ready to ride and spread the alarm.

Through every Middlesex village and farm.

Well, my friends, I don’t ride a horse, the only time I have ever sat on one was to take a pony ride on the beach as a child. And I have no lantern and our pulpit here at Highland is not a tower, but there are some warning signals that I want to share with you this morning.

These are warning signals concerning our spiritual life.

1. How long is it since we have really gone out of our way to offer a helping hand to someone else?
In recent years, and by the nature of things, I have been fortunate to be blessed by God with countless opportunities to reach out and help others. In that time I have also been blessed by God with a real growth in my own spirituality, as I have seized many of these opportunities and used them as a way to get out of myself and help someone else, simply because I can.

It is oh so easy to be overly concerned with ourselves, that we become blind to the needs of those around us. And that selfish living and blindness means that we will end up missing out on so much of the spiritual growth that is available to us. 
Standing here before you today I can honestly share with you that this life has meaning only when it is lived in honest concern for our neighbors.

Have our lives found that depth of meaning?
Do we as individuals, as a church, the Body of Christ, live in honest concern for our neighbor?

Or are we missing out?

An unknown poet has written:

Don’t tell me what you will do,

When you have time to spare.

Tell me what you did today,

To ease a load of care.

Don’t tell me what you will give, 

When your ship comes in from sea.

Tell me what you gave today,

A fettered soul to free.

Don’t tell me the dream you have, of conquest still afar.

Don’t say what you hope to be, but tell me what you are.

My friends the whole meaning of Christian commitment can be summed up by one verse in the Bible: ‘as the Father has loved us, so ought we to love one another.’

The rich man was blind to the beggar at his door.

Is there someone at our door who needs our help?

A teenager who needs a listening ear and some understanding?

An elderly neighbor who is lonely? Or a family having problems?

‘How long has it been since we have actually gone out of our way to offer a helping hand to someone in need?

There is a warning sign there.

Here’s another:

‘How long has it been since we have talked to someone about God?

The rich man wanted Lazarus to go back and warn his brothers.

I’ve always thought that it would be interesting to know if this rich man had ever discussed anything lasting or important with his brothers while he was alive!

Chances are he did not.

He may have discussed the weather, or the stock-market, or sports scores or some other trivial topic of no great import. But for some reason it seems to be so terribly difficult for us to talk about anything that really matters, so difficult for us to talk about life and death issues.

My friends contrast this rich man with the disciple Andrew. The NT contains relatively little information about Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
In the early church, Andrew was often referred to as ‘protokletos’ which means, ‘the first called’ or ‘the pioneer’.
In the gospel of John, Andrew is the first disciple who followed Jesus.

Actually it was Andrew who took the initiative. Jesus did not call him to discipleship until after Andrew had followed him.

And the he hurried away to find his brother Peter so that he too might have this rich opportunity for fellowship.

My friends any thoughtful Christian should ponder this incident, for if Christ is what we say he is, then we simply cannot keep him to ourselves.

Believe me; he who is not sharing him is not really enjoying him.
We are a part of the Church Universal, in the Apostles Creed we call it the Holy Catholic Church, and specifically we are that small part of this great church called Presbyterian.

It is a church that is rich in its missionary tradition. A church which has been responsible for taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to many many lands and countless numbers of people;

But let us always remember that our missionary zeal does not begin outside of the Largo/Clearwater area, but rather that is the very place where it starts.

Do we have a brother, sister, friend, neighbor who has not been told of the rich opportunity that exists here for fellowship?

How long has it been since we reached out our hand to someone in need?

How long has it been since we talked to someone about Jesus, since we shared our faith?

How long has it been since we evaluated the condition of our soul?

My friends that is a question that may seem to belong in one of those old time revival meetings.
Yet the bible is very clear in its warning to people who are rich in material things, but poor toward God.

There is a tendency today to live only for the moment and its and its pleasures and to forget that beyond this time and space there is eternity.
Someone has come back to sound the message.

Will we hear?

Will we see?

Over the triple doorway of the Cathedral of Milan, there are three inscriptions spanning the splendid arches.

Over one is carved a beautiful wreath of roses, and underneath is the legend:

‘All that which pleases is but for a moment.’

Over the second is sculptured a cross, and the inscription:

‘All that which troubles is for a moment.’
But underneath the great central entrance to the main aisle is the inscription:

‘That only is important which is eternal.’

Some people are hard to convince, are we one of them?

Are we like the rich man who had comfortably insulated himself against the cries of Lazarus at the gate?

My friends are we like the rich man who had neglected the spiritual needs of his brothers until it was too late to go back?

Are we like the rich man who was rich only for today and a pauper for eternity?
‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,’ replied father Abraham, ‘neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead!’

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                AMEN.
