SERMON                                           HIGHLAND                                               9-18-11.
                                     ‘FEELING THE SUN FROM TWO SIDES’

                                                                                                                        Luke 19:1-10.

My friends there is an old adage which says:

‘I am not what others think of me,
I am not what I think of myself.

I am what Jesus thinks of me.’

Thus, I believe, describes the pilgrimage of our wee friend Zaccheus.

Further, I believe that it also expresses the pilgrimage of many Christians today, who have only recently made the discovery that because God loves us we can love ourselves, and to be loved by God and be able to love ourselves is to be able to feel the sun from two sides.
I know that many of us struggle with the idea of liking ourselves.
We all know the reality of the many objective reasons for considering ourselves unlovable.

We are inescapably fallible creatures, sons and daughters of Adam. We are a mistake prone guilty people, who even fall short of our own standards, not to mention God’s standards.
Yet like Zaccheus, from our creatural nature comes the deep and perhaps illogical yearnings to be loved and forgiven by someone, bigger than we are.

Zaccheus: ‘sought to see who Jesus was, so he climbed up a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way.’ (v3, 4).
My friends all who desire to see Jesus can learn from this Lukan account of faith and what we can learn is: ‘we are who God thinks we are.’
Jesus looked up and said to him:

‘Zaccheus make haste and come down, for I must stay at your home today.’

And my friends the affirmation contained here is perfectly clear:

‘Jesus dwells with sinners!’

Jesus accepts imperfect people, we are precious, not perfect.

And that is gospel music that must be music to our ears every day.

We need to Peddle Perfectionism and Accept Affirmation.
Pretense is no Christian virtue, for we are nothing more or less than God says we are!

The Church today is now, I believe, at last discovering that when we admit imperfection, our friends in Christ do not reject us, but rather they share in our struggle with what Paul calls ‘our common sin.’

Our worship of our common Savior is actually enhanced as we celebrate, 

‘The one who partook of our own nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death.’ (Heb. 2:14). 
So Zaccheus made haste and came down from that tree, and received Jesus joyfully.

We are enabled by the accepting love of Christ to reach new levels of honest self-appraisal because we are no longer fearful of the lurking inner monster of guilt.
To find the life abundant we need to be in touch with our real self. 
To lose contact with our authentic self is to suffer from a prolonged affirmation drought, and that is a living hell. Our self-concept is of vital concern to Jesus.

He is not really concerned about the outward appearance of Zaccheus. He did not comment one way or another about his dress.

He didn’t say, ‘you need a haircut!’

Or, ‘why are you not wearing a suit and a tie?’
He did not say: ‘you need to lose 15lbs’.
Neither did he comment upon his place or status in the community.

For remember Zaccheus was a traitorous tax collector, a man who worked for the hated Romans, and even the Romans did not like or trust him, they only used him.

Jesus was concerned about the image of God within Zaccheus, an image that was starving.

His summary teaching in the encounter with Zaccheus was:
‘For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost’

And alienation from God or our self means that we are lost.

Try for a moment this morning to think of yourself as one of those old fashioned golf balls. Now I realize that there are some of us who are rounder than others, some have more dimples, some more cuts and bruises, but just like that old golf ball we all have an external cover and then inside a tightly wound group of rubber strings surrounding a small ball of paint at the core.

Well, let me suggest this morning that the small paint filled ball is our ‘imago dei’ the image of God, the dignity of being human placed there by God.

It is the basic root of self-esteem.

My friends we are created by God to be fully functioning human beings. That means standing up on our own feet and not Zaccheus-like, sitting up in a tree, worrying about what people think about me. And we know what Zaccheus’ neighbors thought about him, that is if they ever even gave him any thought at all, ‘a man who is a sinner!’ (v7).
Nor are we to sit and stagnate in our own self-made ‘trees of refuge’ restraining our full potential by saying ‘what do I think of myself?’
My friends if we are guilty Christians we have a forgiving Savior.
If we cannot forgive ourselves then we are playing God. You know it really is a big discovery for so many of us to realize that there is a God and it is not me!

Or do we find ourselves in the position of trying to derive self-esteem by having higher standards than others and thus earning God’s special favor.

Such an attitude is extra-biblical, breeds Pharisaic self-righteousness and is completely contrary to the gospel of grace.

Rather we have to climb down out of our tree of insecurity and join with Zaccheus in receiving Jesus joyfully, by accepting the affirmation of God and others.
We may not be perfect but we are worthwhile.

It may not be easy but we must become good receivers of affirmation from others.

It will among other things make us much better company for ourselves, and the better company we are for our self the better company we will be for others.

I have found, yes even through personal experience, that when we are dissatisfied or angry with ourselves we are a likely candidate for taking out these feelings on the nearest unsuspecting person.

You know, it has never ceased to amaze me just how piously and righteously some pass off the concept of healthy self-love as selfish self-centeredness without polling significant others in their life!
Our neighbors and other victims just might be the first ones to sign us up for a course in self-esteem!

My friends did we notice the first thing that Zaccheus did when he discovered that he was loved by Jesus.

Transformed by love, Zaccheus was a new man. His heart was immediately convicted of his previous injustices, and he set out to put them right.

‘Lord the half of my goods I give to the poor.’

And Jesus said: ‘today salvation has come to this house.’
My friends, we are blessed so that we can be a blessing. 

We are loved by God so that we can love others and ourselves.
So let the love of God flow freely into your hearts today, so that others can drink from an overflowing cup that will never run dry.

Yes, to be loved by God and by yourself is truly to feel the sun from two sides, and let us never forget the affirmation of every person in Christ.

‘I am not what others think of me

I am not what I think of myself

I am what Jesus thinks of me.’
AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                       AMEN.
