SERMON                                           HIGHLAND                                               6-5-11.

                                              ‘HOW TO HANG IN THERE.’

                                                                                                                       Mark 4:30-34.

My friends in recent weeks we looked at the words of comfort that we turn to in times of need, specifically Ps.23 and in the NT, John 14. Times when we are at our lowest, for these are the words that we need to hear just to help us get through the day or even the very hour that we are in.
 All this before the carnage of the recent storms which have claimed so many lives and left so many homeless. Our prayers are with all those who have experienced grave loss. 
 It was also heartening to hear so many say that God will get them through this and being thankful for their faith in the midst of such devastation.

 And yet, it is becoming obvious today that more and more people who are living in our world are simply ready to give up!

I hear it so often from all sorts of folks in all sorts of circumstances:

‘I can’t take all this pressure much longer!’

‘I have just about reached the limits of my endurance!’

There appears to be so much tragedy all around us, and people who are hurt and can see no end in sight to their pain or their current predicament, so many who hurt so badly that they simply don’t want to live any longer.
We’ve all had days like that, haven’t we, maybe not quite as bad as that but not every day finds us gushing with a kind of fullness of joy, do they?
Just recently on one of these days I was in a store and after paying for my purchase the lady said that oh so familiar phrase: ‘have a nice day,’ to which I immediately responded rather curtly: ‘too late!’

As I walked to my car however it struck me that that sad statement was not true, for I could start my day over again any time I chose to. So I decided there and then to begin my day again at about 4 in the afternoon. We don’t need to wallow in our self-pity; we can always choose to begin our day again.

Early in the new movement, there were many who chose to follow Christ, who were they?

The children on the streets, sick people in search of a miraculous cure, desperate people looking for a friend, poor people just looking for something. Not the most influential of people, the city fathers hardly gave Jesus the time of day, he wasn’t invited to address the Chamber of Commerce, and Jesus’ disciples, his inner circle, would never qualify for Palestine’s who’s who.

But Jesus had a way of getting people attached to him. There was winsomeness about him, a kind of magnetism that drew people to him. He was not easy to leave.

That does not mean that people did not want to leave or give up; no doubt there were many who did, it would be wrong to assume that there were none who decided that this was not for them.

If you are a leader what do you say to someone who has doubts about the future?

How do we encourage the discouraged?

How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?

My friends those were the questions Christ asked, as if he were talking to himself. He said in effect:

‘You know I want to tell you all about the kingdom and the way that it is going to develop.’

And if you and I can understand the depth of meaning that is contained in that parable we read together this morning perhaps we can gain the wisdom and strength that will enable us to hang in there when it seems that giving up might be easier.
Jesus likened his Kingdom to a seed.

You know it does not take a genius to know that there is awesome power latent within any kind of seed. So long as the dynamic quality of life exists in an organism, the possibility for change and development exists. As long as there is life the possibility for change exists. When we think about a seed we are thinking about something that has the ability to become more that what it is in its present form.
What we see is not what we get!

What we get can be far greater than anything we can see.
The kingdom dream is latent with power just as the seed contains the power of life.

So, don’t give up until God does.

My friends maybe what we see, at times, isn’t very much. But lets never forget that the greatest life ever lived was once a baby, ‘wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’

Maybe the present doesn’t look like much, our outlook may be rather glum, maybe we are unhappy with our present circumstances and we can see no future for ourselves because of those circumstances.

But don’t misjudge the potential!

Alcoholics have been able to find recovery from their disease, have been rehabilitated and turned their lives around. Many who have been addicted to drugs have gotten well again. Prodigal sons and daughters have repented and returned home to their families.

Saul, the persecutor of Christians, became Paul the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Present problems can change if we stop living in the problem and start living in the solution.

My friends faith means to hang on when there seems to be nothing on which to hang on to! The writer to the Hebrews said: ‘Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.’ (11:1).
But how can one be sure? … Faith! 
How can one be certain? … Faith!
What keeps us searching for something we cannot see? … Faith!
Our faith is a response to God’s acts on our behalf.

Signs of God’s presence and greatness were given to Moses before he was commissioned to lead the people out of the bondage of Egypt.

Jesus came doing signs and wonders, and many followed him.

Faith is our response to the outward acts of God.

We plant seeds in faith, don’t we? How do we know that they will grow?

Of course we have the record of the past, we have seen what happens if we plant the seeds and do certain things and we have also seen what happens if we fail to do certain things, we have the record of past experience.
Now my own personal record is not that good, because I do not do the things that I am supposed to do, the things that I know I must do. I’ve done much better spiritually than physically.

Our faith is based on reason, isn’t it?

We have confidence in the power of nature that is at work. There is something in the soil that will affect the seed and help it to grow. Sunshine and rain do their part. Even the moon, I have been told, has an effect on the seed. All of these things are beyond our control, but they are necessary for a good harvest.

Likewise in the spiritual realm, we can provide a climate to make it possible for something to happen, but then we must surrender it to God.

My friends those wonderful souls who are hanging in there have accepted that reality. When we have done all that we can do we must be willing to let go and let God!

But what about the dark times?

Are there not times when we think that perhaps God has forgotten us and our difficult situation?

Remember when we plant the seed; it spends a considerable amount of time underground, out of view of the naked eye, in the dark.

Do we need to be reminded that simply because it is out of sight does not mean it is inactive!

Quietly but effectively something is happening to that seed, something very important.

Changes are taking place that you and I cannot see.

My friends maybe Jesus told his friends this story of the mustard seed because they could not see anything happening to indicate that a great kingdom was budding and developing.

Maybe he was saying to them that God works just as well in the darkness as he does in the light.

Hanging in there can be done when we hang on to the promises of God.
God can be trusted. God’s word is his bond.

As we study those words of his, spend time in prayer and contemplation and exercise our faith in worship and service, strength comes to us.

Learning to hang in there means learning to hang on to God.

Don’t give up; believe in the one who has put life in the seed.

He can make the mustard seed grow, and he can make our dreams come true.

AND TO GOD BE THE GLORY.                                                                      AMEN.

